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Sir: 

Although the interfering claims have been canceled, applicant notes for the record 
that many in the remaining and allowed claims of the present application cover many of the 
methods for forming lesions around pulmonary veins disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 
6,012,457 to Lesh ("the Lesh '457 patent"). Such claims include, but are not limited to, 
independent claims 44 and 62 of the present application. 

Independent claim 44 calls for, inter alia, the steps of "expanding the expandable 
member," "engaging a circumferential region of tissue at a location where a pulmonary vein 
extends from the left atrium with the circumferential ablation device" and "ablating the 
circumferential region of tissue with the circumferential ablation element." Other than calling 
for "an expandable member and a circumferential ablation element," the method defined 
by claim 44 is not limited to any particular "circumferential ablation device." Additionally, 
with respect to the "expanding" and "engaging" steps, claim 44 is not limited to any 
particular sequence. Claim 44 therefore covers, for example, many of the balloon-based 
methods disclosed in the Lesh '457 patent. 
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Independent claim 62 simply requires "positioning a tissue ablation device adjacent 
to a circumferential region of tissue associated with an orifice of a vein that carries blood 
from the body or lungs to an atrium" and "forming a circumferential conduction block in the 
circumferential region of tissue with the tissue ablation device." The "positioning" and 
"forming" steps are not limited to any particular techniques or tissue ablation devices. Claim 
62 therefore covers, for example, many of the balloon-based methods disclosed in the 
Lesh '457 patent. 
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